
The ESD calendar has been drawn up not only in Japanese, but also in English, Chinese, and Korean, and handed out as data to relevant
individuals.

Development and Popularization of an ESD Calendar that Energizes School Education

in Japan and the World

Shinonome Elementary School, Koto Ward/Yanagawa Elementary School, Koto Ward, Tokyo

Summary of Activities:
Shinonome Elementary School in Koto Ward became a UNESCO Associated School (currently,
UNESCO School) in 2006 and began school-wide efforts to implement ESD research and practices.
Since developing the ESD calendar, a cross-curricular study chart, in 2007, it has been shared both
in Japan and abroad, and played a large role in popularizing ESD. It was given the 1st ESD Award.
Influenced by that, from 2010 Yanagawa Elementary School in Koto Ward made improvements to
the ESD calendar, added a teaching plan, and succeeded in developing it as a yearly ESD teaching
curriculum for each grade that focuses on integrated study time. At the 3rd National Meeting of
UNESCO Associated Schools in 2011, the school presented an ESD class together with the ESD
goodwill ambassador, Sakana-kun, and the outcomes of implementation were illustrated through the
children who attended the class. In addition, each year 500–1,000 CDs containing presentation data
for promoting ESD and materials for creating an ESD Calendar in different languages are
distributed at various workshops, such as the National Meeting of UNESCO Associated Schools and
education groups visiting from overseas. Yanagawa Elementary School was given the 3rd ESD
Award.
Both schools are proud of the fact that the initiatives have played a significant role in promoting
ESD throughout Japan.



1. ESD characteristics

A cross-curricular model was created that is promoted as a school-wide system. “Environment,”
“multicultural understanding,” “human rights and life,” and “international cooperative systems” were
established as perspectives that link subjects and areas of study. With the integrated study time begun
nationwide in 1998 serving as the main field for ESD activities, instruction focuses on a study process
involving problem solving and exploration. It also values the mutual learning that takes place among
children and highlights not just learning knowledge, but cultivating a practical approach.
Furthermore, once a year the ESD Festival is held to create the opportunity for each grade to present
their study outcomes, and interact with all other grades. This kind of opportunity encourages the
children’s desire to learn and their presentation skills.

2. Activity aims and the introduction of ESD

An initiative was launched to switch from awareness of issues regarding an unsustainable society to
ESD. The problem was how to incorporate and teach ESD within the many constraints of school
education. Noting that it would not lead to the creation of a sustainable society unless it could be
practiced at any school in Japan, ESD was positioned as a program to be conducted during integrated
study time.

3. Achievements

The ESD calendar is creatively designed at nearly all 705 registered UNESCO Schools in Japan. With
that as a base, ESD initiatives are spreading throughout the country. School education in Japan is
becoming more energized while receiving guidance from, and keeping in contact with, individuals at the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology who are in charge of integrated study
time.

4. Outlook and issues

It is clear that a sustainable society cannot be achieved if efforts are made in Japan alone. The practice
and web of collaboration must be globally expanded as quickly as possible through utilization of the
UNESCO School network and other frameworks.
In addition, Japan will work to establish the promotion of ESD as a core element in the fostering of
global academic ability, and treat the enrichment of school education as an important issue.
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Address：2-4-11 Shinonome, Koto-ku, Address：3-1-15 Shin-ohashi, Koto-ku,

Tokyo 135-0062 Tokyo 135-0007

TEL：03-3529-1451 FAX：03-3528-1768 TEL：03-3631-2260 FAX：03-3631-3127

MAIL： r-haga@koto-edu.jp MAIL： t-tejima@koto-edu.jp


